[image: image1.jpg]




JNCL/NCLIS Executive Summary
November, 2008
· The 110th Congress considered over five dozen bills dealing with languages and international education, such as the Access to Language Education Act, the Foreign Language Education Expansion Act, the National Security Language Act, the National Security Culture and Language Training Act, and five education bills dealing with foreign language partnerships. Also, there were a number of English as the Official Language bills, offset by a number of English Plus bills.  
· Two such bills are Rep. Rush Holt’s International Education Leadership Act of 2008, H.R. 5179, which would “establish in the Department of Education an Assistant Secretary of International and Foreign Language Education and an Office of International and Foreign Language Education” and H.R. 2111, the Foreign Language Partnership Program Act, introduced by Rep. Holt after extensive discussions with the language community.  The bill has been endorsed by over 70 international, language, and education associations.
· The President’s budget request for FY2009 increases International Education and Foreign Language Studies in Higher Education from $109 million to $110 million.  $24 million was requested for Advancing America through Foreign Language Partnerships as part of the National Security Language Initiative.  FLAP received level funding. Thirteen small programs, of which foreign languages and international education are a part, such as Civic Education, Gifted and Talented, and Magnet Schools, among others, are eliminated.
· In Congressional appropriations considerations for FY 2009, the Committees have recommended increases in SMART grants by about $90 million to between $301 and $308 million. TEACH grants would increase by $7 million to $14 million.  The House would level-fund FLAP at $25.7 and the Senate would raise it to $27 million.  The Senate level-funds Foreign Languages and International Education in Title VI and the House would increase it to $118.8 million.  The President’s request for $24 million for Advancing America through Foreign Language Partnerships still has not garnered support in either chamber.
· The College Cost Reduction and Access Act (H.R. 2669) is now Public Law 110-84.  This law will provide student loan forgiveness to borrowers who serve in “areas of national need such as early childhood educators, nurses, foreign language specialists … and public sector employees”.  It establishes a TEACH Grant program providing tuition assistance to students who commit to teaching a high-need subject in a high-need school for four years.
· The 110th Congress passed and the President signed into law the America COMPETES Act (America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science Act). The law is very broad in scope and creates programs in a number of federal agencies.  In the Department of Education, it will increase the number of AP and IB programs dealing with math, science, and foreign languages; develop more math, science, and critical foreign language teachers; and create a new program of articulated critical foreign languages from elementary school through postsecondary education.
· After five years of deliberations, Congress finally passed and the President signed the College Opportunity and Affordability Act reauthorizing the Higher Education Act.  This 1,158 page bill creates a very broad definition of “critical foreign languages,” creates a new competitive grant program for math, science, technology, and critical foreign languages to support teachers, provides loan forgiveness for teachers in “high need areas” including foreign languages, includes foreign languages as content areas of national need, revises Title VI in order to fine-tune a number of current programs, and creates a new position of Deputy Assistant Secretary for International and Foreign Language Education.
